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proved by winning it, so also it is to be proved by displaying our
capacity to preserve it. We shall be considered strong only if we
can defend the country against external aggression. Only that per-
son's body is considered healthy who remains healthy even when
attacked by germs from outside. Education is the central issue in
this battle. The citizens may or may not protect their rights in
other matters; but they would be completely defeated if they
accept defeat in the field of education. If this happens, it will be
proved beyond doubt that the citizens have not learnt to think
or act independently. If the people give in, that would prove
that the representatives, being resourceful, went on fighting the
Government and the citizens enjoyed watching the fight, but
that the latter did not bother in the least to think or act in-
dependently.
It is, therefore, the primary duty of the citizens of these two
cities not only to retain complete control over their children's edu-
cation, but also to put it on such firm foundation that no one
should be tempted to go to a Government school.
We shall discover, if we make this attempt, that anything
which is not done spontaneously will not last long. Only if the
citizens are true non-co-operators will they refuse to send their
children to Government schools. If they care for the quality of their
children's education, they will put it on a sound foundation. Like-
wise, educated persons in Ahmedabad and Surat will give their
services for teaching, the citizens will offer convenient accommoda-
tion for schools and meet various other requirements and thus
demonstrate to the Government-nominated committees that they
are ready for any number of sacrifices for the sake of their chil-
dren's education.
We have to face the urgent problem of funds for this edu-
cational programme. It is my considered view that the citizens
have the right to refuse to pay the educational cess they have
been paying. Whether or not they insist on this right, it should
not be difficult for the residents of Ahmedabad and Surat to col-
lect the required amount. By collecting it, they will demonstrate
their strength and unity. Money given for the purpose of edu-
cation is no philanthropy. It is investment of the best kind.
Parents will get full return on it. I hope that the residents of the
two cities will manage all these things without delay. If Ahmeda-
bad and Surat succeed in these tasks, there is not a shadow of a
doubt that they will provide a splendid example for the rest of the
country to follow. It cannot but have a profound effect on the
kind of swaraj the country will have.